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Office@stjacobsucc.org — www.stjacobsucc.org—Find us on Facebook!  

Worship: Sunday’s at 10:30 am  

You’re invited to join us live on Facebook / 

YouTube! 
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Susan’s Scribbles 

Dear Members and friends of St Jacob’s, 

 As I sit to write this epistle, I am also pondering New Year’s Resolutions 

on this New Years Day 12/31/2020. 

 I’ve made resolutions before and yet when I look back I see a lot of futile 

endeavors. So why was I feeling such a strong pull to write out resolutions; to sit 

in prayerful discernment and listen for God’s voice. I’ve begun using a different 

way of keeping a journal and I’m pretty psyched about it.  No, I’m not selling any-

thing! It’s a system that helps keep me accountable to my spiritual practices.  

Some of my resolutions linked to St Jacob’s are: 

  This year I felt the strong urge to put some resolutions in writing and to 

share them with others for accountability! So! Number one is to improve computer 

literacy. I’m aware that we have members who are good at this stuff and will be 

asking around. If you would be interested in volunteering to help unravel the mys-

teries of the internet and how Churches utilize it, I would love to spend time with 

you! The conference has access to grants of up to 3,000.00  for churches  to up-

grade computer usage. I would love some help pursuing these options! 

 I’d like to set and establish regular office hours. I’ve been committed to 

staying on Wednesday evenings til 8 PM.  And encouraging folks to reach out via 

phone, e-mail, texting. Beginning a visitation schedule while observing safe Covid 

guide lines is also a goal. Finally, implementing some innovative ways to connect 

with members in this time of pandemic. And finally, I resolve to eat a healthier 

diet and to meditate for 20 minutes every 

day. 

 Lets all pray that 2021 will be a 

healthier and more prosperous  than 2020 

was.  This past year has been exhausting 

and financially brutal to many peo-

ple.  My prayer is that we can all open 

our eyes to see through the eyes of 

Christ.  This simple practice will be more 

challenging than one might expect  as 

well as more difficult to maintain…. 

(continued ) 

Blessings, Pastor Susan 
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Susan’s Scribbles cont.  
 

...I’d also like to suggest setting some time aside each day to intentionally sit quietly in the Spirit.  I 

am certain that many of you already have such practices so let’s not be afraid to ask one another the 

question , “How is your Spirit?” and then perhaps ask them how they practice their spirituality on a 

daily basis and then share your practices.  Ask another member to be your prayer partner for ac-

countability. If you would like to meet with me we can arrange a zoom call or a regular phone 

call.  I can also meet you at the church as long as we observe all of the Covid precautions.  

 And now we enter the season of Epiphany, On January 6, 2021. Epiphany means 

“Revelation.”  You might have heard the expression “I’ve just had an EPIPHANY”  meaning they 

have come upon an insight, usually suddenly.  As when the “Wise Ones”  saw the baby Jesus 

wrapped in Glory  and knew he was the newborn king they had been searching for, may we all be 

open to Epiphanies of our own in this blessed season.  Love & Light, Pastor Sue 

A Poem I’d like to share with each of you... 

What I’d really like to give you for Christmas is a star 
              Brilliance in a package, 
                             Something you could keep in the pocket of your jeans 
                             Or the pocket of your being. 
Something to take out in times of darkness, 
              Something you would never snuff out nor tarnish, 
Something you could hold in your hand, 
Something for wonderment, 
Something for pondering, 
Something that would remind you of 
What Christmas has always meant: 
God’s Advent Light into the darkness of this world. 
But stars are only God’s for giving, 
              and I must be content to give you words and wishes and, 
                             packages without stars. 
But I can wish you life 
As radiant as the star 
              That announced the Christ Child’s coming, 
And as filled with awe as the shepherds stood 

. beneath its light 
And I can pass on to you the love 
That has been given to me, 
              Ignited countless times by others 
                             Who have knelt in Bethlehem’s light. 

Perhaps if you ask, God will give you a star.    -Ann Weems, Kneeling in Bethlehem 

Contact Pastor Susan! 

717-377-5928 

susanbrace@gmail.com    

mailto:susanbrace@gmail.com


 

Epiphany   

   

Baptism of the Lord 

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
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From Our Consistory President 

  January 3rd 

     

January 10th 

  

January 17th 

  

January 24th 

  

This Month 

Sundays Mark your Calendar! 

January 24th 

 

January 31st 

Congregational Meeting 

 Right after church! 

Installation of new consistory 

members & Pastor Susan 

 2:00 via Zoom* 

*on the same channel we use for 

worship (MEETING ID?) 

Hello St. Jacobs Family, 

Our December was definitely one that we never thought we 

would see in our life times the challenges we have faced this 

year at times have been very overwhelming.   While we wish 

we could have celebrated the birth of Jesus together our wor-

ship team put together our services so that we could be to-

gether virtually.  Bob did a wonderful job on our Christmas 

Cantata again this year and our worship team was able to 

share his and the choirs beautiful gift with us and so many 

others virtually.  We took a moment to think outside of our 

box and put together a Breakfast with Santa that brought 

smiles to so many faces. Our drive thru Breakfast with Santa 

served over 100 meals and provided children with a ginger-

bread bread house kit to put together with their families. As 

we move into the New Year I am sure we will be facing 

more challenges but with our faith in our Lord he will lead 

us thru and the support of each other we can do anything. 

 

Sincerely, 

Heather Kuhn 
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2021 Alter Guild Schedule 

 

January – Deb Stough & Meghan Kuhn 

February – Hilary Barley & Lois Wakeland 

March – Scott & Lynn Becker 

April – Amy Meyer & Wendy Bubb 

May – Doris Goodling & Lou Ann Markle 

June – Mary Brungard & Janet Hengst 

July – Michele Harper & Dorine Hagarman 

    August – Sheryl Paules & Heather Kuhn 

September – Deneen Harbold & Dorine Hagarman 

October – Kimberly Starner & Heather Kuhn 

November – Kathryn Forry & Nancy McIntyre 

December – Consistory 

  

2020 Altar Guild Schedule 

Communion dates:  

 January 3rd, the first of the month 

 

“Thanks be unto 

God for His inde-

scribable  

Gift.”  
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November Consistory Minutes 

Nov. 16th, 2020 St. Jacob's Consistory Minutes 

 

Those Present 

Pastor - Rev. Susan D’heedene 

President - Heather Kuhn 

Vice President - Kathryn Forry 

Treasurer - Eric Barley 

Deacon - Deb Stough 

Youth Consistory Member - Emmaleigh Hagarman 

 Guest - Glenn Geiple 

 Office Administrator - Zoë D’heedene (took minutes) 

Meeting Minutes 

6:56  Consistory President Heather called the meeting to order 

  Pastor Sue opened with a devotional,  

A Litany to Darkness and Light, NCH 880 

 

7:02  Treasurer’s Report, Eric Barley 

  No Questions 

Thanks were lifted to Eric for his hard work, and his dedication to making fi-

nances understandable for “the rest of us.” 

7:09 Deb moves to approve. 

 Kathy Seconds. 

 Treasurer’s report passes unanimously. 

and is available for review on the bulletin board. 

 

7:10 ELC Board Report 

  Brief discussion of hiring difficulties and maintenance. 

No Questions. (see more under by-law discussion.) 

ELC Financials are available on the bulletin board. 

 

7:12 Consistory President Heather announces changes to consistory. 

Velinda Johnson has stepped down. 

Deb Stout has accepted her seat as Deacon. 

Emmaleigh Hagarman has accepted a seat as Youth Consistory Member. 

Other openings and potential candidates for filling them were discussed briefly. 

 

7:20  Zoë D’heedene was introduced as the new Office Administrator.  



ST. JACOB’S UCC 

November Consistory Minutes (cont.) 

22  Breakfast with Santa logistics were discussed. 

   Follow-up discussion to happen at another meeting. 

 

7:26  Discussed our Poinsettias for Christmas. 

 

7:27  Pastor’s Report - Rev. Susan D’heedene 

Ways of reaching out to our Young at Heart group were discussed and 

agreed upon. 

  No questions 

Kathryn Forry moved to approve. 

Deb Stough seconded. 

The Pastor’s report passes unanimously. 

and is available for review on the bulletin board. 

 

7:40  Maintenance needs were discussed. 

  COVID precautions discussed. Discussed purchases include: 

Air purifiers 

UV light 

 

7:46  Treasurer Eric Barley presents items including: 

Head Ushers 

Consistory members will each take a month. 

Floor maintenance 

Outdoor lighting 

Our November Mission - Strengthen the Church 

Supports the Penn Central Conference 

Our December Mission - the UCC Christmas fund 

National Office’s fund to support clergy in crisis.  

These funds were heavily leaned in 2020. 

Sanctuary Decoration 

Take place Nov. 27-28th 

Snow removal was discussed. 

Church Cancellations were discussed. 

Handicapped parking in the lot across the street was discussed. 

8:04  Budget for 2021 - Treasurer Eric Barley 

Draft will be ready by Nov 29th. 
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November Consistory Minutes (cont.) 
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Congregational meeting Dec. 6th and 13th to discuss: 

Seats on Consistory 

Budget 

 

8:10  By-Law Discussion 

Discussion: 

Discussed ELC and established that they are a non-profit organization of 

the Church. 

Discussed ELC finances and eventual plans to improve the playground 

after bringing plans to be reviewed and approved by the congrega-

tion. 

Discussion of ELC Board Organization and whether roles should be defined in 

St. Jacob’s By-Laws. 

8:21  Adjustments to 2a were reviewed 

Church Administrator will transpose and all will review. 

A copy will also be sent to Rev. Dr. Marisa Laviola - our Associate 

Conference Minister with focus on church transition. 

Consistory has autonomy. 

 

8:47  Reviewed by-laws 6 & 7 and agreed on minor changes. 

 

8:58  Discussed Communication between ELC & St. Jacob’s 

A representative from the consistory of St. Jacob’s will continue attending ELC board 

meetings. 

A representative from ELC will come and present the ELC board report and field ques-

tions for future meetings. 

Ways to increase clarity, transparency, and accessibility of both entities were dis-

cussed. 

 

9:04  Pastor Rev. Susan D’heedene brought us to close 

Brief homily on teamwork & Ephesians 3:20 

We joined in The Lord’s Prayer  

 

9:05  Consistory President Heather Kuhn called meeting to a close. 
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ELC November Minutes 

ELC Board Meeting Agenda 
11.2.2020 

 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Eric shared nothing received from CCIS for two months  

 PTO amounts higher due to higher wages paid to staff 

 Profit $341.62 from Sentsy includes a $100 donation Katie is going to order the electrostatic sanitizer 

this money was earmarked for 

 Enrollment 

 Challenging to enroll when staff is not getting hired - currently we are not able to enroll  

 Staffing 

 Any new ideas with finding qualified candidates? 

 Napping multiple age groups to help with breaks 

 Katie suspects that folks are applying to meet unemployment requirements but not showing up because 

unemployment doesn't require that 

 Possibility that schools will shut down for 3 weeks in the very near future,  this will make us very tight  

 Carrie in office - Justin is in classroom full time 

 Covenant with Church 

 Short doc talking about the groups staying as two groups and working together while keeping confidenti-

ality  

 Kathryn reached out to Deb, Eric, Scott, Wendy, Amy and Kim to start the ball rolling  

 Stars 

 Katie has a good grip on this not a lot left to finish  

 Staff finishing their requirements at the next staff meeting  

 Due Nov 13th 

 State Inspection 

 Due January 

 Black out dates will be given closer to time  

 New fence is the minimum we need to do to pass inspection  

 Fundraising 

 Pumpkin rolls - we are set to go - need to look at going to restaurant store for supplies and food items 

because they are cheaper- fire hall time is good for Nov  

 Church is planning drive through Santa breakfast if ELC wants to help 

 Maintenance 

 Classroom Floors need waxed- possibly over Thanksgiving break- is it possible to get rooms prepped 

Wednesday before by moving furniture to sides of rooms? That will work  

 Playground status - Katie doesn't have time right now -do what we can to pass inspection  

 Leveling 

 Fencing 
Surface 
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ELC November Minutes (Cont) 

 Upcoming events/dates 

 Closed 11/26 and 27 Thanksgiving  

 Closed 12/11 staff in service 

 Closed 12/24 and 25 Christmas 

 Other 

 Social hall is getting used on Sundays  

 We need to protect our ELC kiddos things because they are sanitized on Friday so we need to put 

up the movable walls and signs asking Church persons to stay out 

 We also need to clean up and organize the other areas of the fellowship hall for weekends 

 Kitchen needs to be cleaned up better on Fridays 

 Next meeting  
Tuesday, December 1, 2020 
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 Stu M. 

 Judy G.  

 The family of Joellyn S. 

 John H. 

 Lois B. 

 Linda C. 

 Kelly A. 

 Bud & Wendy B. 

 Richard P. 

 Danny 

 Claude R. 

 Jeannie & Garry 

 Holly G. 

 Larry H. 

 Nikki  

 Tim M. 

 Brenda K. 

 Charles 

 Family of Landon L. 

 Barbara 

 Stephen T. 

 Margaret W. and fam-

ily 

 The family of BJ 

Danka 

 Isaiah & family 

 Greg S. 

 Ray R. 

 Yvonne H. 

 Rob W.  

Prayer Chain 

To add prayer concerns, text Deb Stough at 717-870-6538 
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December Anniversaries 
Dec. 22nd  Dave & Lois Wakeland 

 31st  Doug & Kathy Landis 

January Birthdays 
 1st -  Wendy Bubb 

 4th -  Kathy Diehl 

           Abe Mellinger 

 5th -  Earle Wolfe 

           Lianna Cross 

 9th -  Cheryl Lerew 

 18th -  Delores Leppo 

  Lizzy Harper 

 21st -  Addisyn Grace Landis 

 22nd -  Leon Senft 

 26th -  Brentley Hamilton 

  Robert Gladney 

 28th - Brad Landis 

  Brent Landis 
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Special Dates 



Everyone is Welcome!  

100 East George Street  

P.O. Box 111  

York New Salem, PA 17371  

Phone: 717-792-4326  

Church E-mail: Office@stjacobsucc.org  

Pastor’s E-mail:  

Find us on Facebook— LIVE!   

St. Jacob’s United Church of Christ  

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  W EB !  

W WW . STJACOBSU CC . ORG
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